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PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS!
THE IACS AND COPTIC STUDIES, A REPORT

Tito OrLANDI

UniversiTA DI RoMA LA SapiENzA

THF IACS was rounpeDp in Cairo in December 1976, during the First
International Congress of Coptic Studies, as the natural continuation of the
work of the International Committee for the Publication of the Nag Hammadi
Codices. In the words of R. McL. Wilson, the Committee «envisaged a... greater
activity in Copric studies in general, and in this connection it was observed that
the founding of an international Coptological learned sociery would be desirable.»
One of the most important tasks of the Association is the organization every four
years of a congress of Coptic studies, a task to be performed through the appropriate

institutions of the host country.

Beginning with the Second International Congress in Rome (1980), it became
customary to open the sessions of the congress with a presidential address, a formula
that was interpreted by successive presidents according to personal inclinations. |
shall briefly recall thar Martin Krause delivered a specialized paper Zur Moglichkeit
von Besitz im apotaktischen Monchtum Agyprens.? Bentley Layton’s choice for the Third
International Congress in Warsaw (1984) fell on the life and achievements of the
IACS: The Future of Our Association.” He commented on its organization and made
proposals for the future. Of great impact certainly was the proposal (soon accepted)

to include reports in which «a knowledgeable scholar would crirically evaluate four

years' progress as it related to Coptic studies.» This represents perhaps the most
distinctive feature of our congresses, starting with the fourth one. Through these
reports one can follow with amazing precision and amplitude, and also with crirical
remarks, the development of the different branches of Coptic studies. Coming back
to the presidential addresses, Rodolphe Kasser (Fourth International Congress,
Louvain-la-Neuve, 1988) chose a very specialized subject: Le Papyrus Vaticanus
Copto 9, codex des Petits Prophétes (note préliminaire sur la variété subdialectale B74
| R. McL. Witson (ed.), The Future of Coptic Studies, p. 1-22, Leiden, Brill, 1978 (Coptic Studies 1,
p. 10)

1 In T. Oreanoi, E Wassk (ed.), Aets of the Second Int. Congress of Coptic Studies, p. 121-134, Roma,
CIM, 1985,

' In W. Goorewski (ed.), Copeic Studies: Aces of the Third Int. Congr of Copric Studies, Wariaw, 20-25
Aug. 1984, p. 1520, Warsaw, PYWN, 1990,

Huiriéme congrés internarional d'études coptes (Paris 2004) Bilans
et perspectives 2000-2004, &d. par A Boud hors et D, Vaillancourt
(Cahiers de la Bibliothéque copre 15), Paris 2006
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de ce témoin «bohairique ancien,» quatriéme siécle).* Perer Nagel (/CCoptS 5) briefly
dealt with the life of the Association.” Seren Giversen (/CCoptS 6) spoke of Munter
and Zoega: Coptic Studies in Denmark, but it has not been published, as far as |
know. Stephen Emmel (/CCopeS 7) delivered a specialized paper on the subject
of Coptic Studies before Kircher,® as an homage to the Coprological tradition of
Leiden.

lhe quadrennial congress is a special occasion, when coptology shows the
full range of its activities, beyond the individual specializations inside of which
the scholars generally carry on their research. I think that it is desirable that the
presidential address have a general scope and interest, on the example of Layton’s
and Nagel's addresses, so that it can be useful also for those present at the inaugural
session of a congress who are not directly working in coptology, in order to better
understand whart we do and whar our problems are.

My purpose is to give a general idea of the progress of Coptic studies—which
is after all the main concern of our Association—during the thirry years since its
foundation, especially from the point of view of its academic organization and
social impact, and in relation 1o the work done in comparable helds, which also
have seen the constitution or the continuation of associations like ours, and in the
framework of the general evolution of Copric studies from the beginning, I suppose
thar some of my remarks may be provocarive, other perhaps nor entirely correct;
bur reactions and discussions will contribute to the progress of our discipline.

The IACS and Sister Associations

With learned associations comparable to the IACS there is no spirit uf'._'mnp;::itinn,
even with those which include Coprtic studies in their scope, such as those of
egyprology or papyrology; but neither, we may note, is there acrive collaboration. |
would call ir something like a tacit and benign murual neglect. This is a field where
certainly more can be done in future.

The Internarional Association of Egyprologists was founded like ours in the
seventies, with the aim of publishing the Annual Egyprological Bibliography,
exchanging information, holding congresses every four years, and helping in the
preservation of Egyptian heritage. Its web page® is rather poor: there is not even a
history of the Association; no list of its congresses; no memory of its past officers.
The Association does not publish a newsletter. From what it is possible to learn,
'In M. Rassarr-Deserci and |, Rigs (ed.), Actes du 11" congrés copte, Lowvain-la-Neuve, 5-10 seps.
1988, vol. 2, p. 64-73, Louvain-la-Neuve, Institut orientaliste, 1992,

' PeTEr NaGer, sPresidential Addresss, in JCCopsS 5, 11, Parc 1-2, Papers from the Sections, p. 1-4,
Roma, CIM, 1993

“In ICCopsS 7, 2004, 1, p. 1-14.

" hoopo/fwww. fak 12 uni-muenchen defaegyp/IAEPage himl, with link.

* heepe/fwww.fak 1 2.uni-muenchen.defaegyp/IAE Page himl.
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we can observe that Copric studies are present, but not really integrated, in':h-:
activities of its Congresses. In one of the sessions in Cairo 1995, papers such as
Germans in Early Byzantine Egypt and Traces of the «Beautiful Feast of the Valley» in
the Western Christian Tradition were read. These fell within Copric, conceived as a
historical pr:riud

The Association francophone de coptologie may be considered a daughter of
the JACS, having the same scope, bur specially intended for the French speaking
scholarly community. It has a considerable activity, culminating every two years
in the Journées d’études coptes, which are then published in the :-.['M:.s.l:..i,l. .wri::-\
« Cahiers de la Bibliothéque copte »; the latest one is the eleventh Journees l_’l'fi{l.'r"
published in volume 14 of the « Cahiers. » [here is no newsletter, and a web site is
being restructured.

The International Association of Papyrologists is much older than ours (1947), and
has grown very large, as has also the participation in its perhaps too I:'I.Ll:-__:l_:l..ﬂ[!:._"['t'\?ﬁtf'_‘r.
It does not publish a newsletter and its web page is poor.” This association shows a
particular interest in coptology, for obvious reasons. Unfortunately 1_1':: domain of
papyrology suffers from the problem of definition, thi.tu:.:: except for a common
material support (but here also ostraka etc. should be included), it is Liiﬂnu]n 1o
see how the Herculaneum papyri have much to do with, say, the documents from
Aphrodito. Anyhow, the discipline is well c:-'rtabli.uhul in the .;n.',ldfm:v, and surely
coptology and papyrology have much to gain from a collaboration, whu:h h“[‘“h’“.‘l
will grow also in the institutional field. I like to mention here the %nwr[u.i n Sociery
of Papyrology,'® which in its prestigious juuru:u' gives much space to F.upmh:-gxm]
contributions, and the International Society for Arabic Papyrology, founded only
in 2002, but very acrive."

The International Society for Nubian Studies publishes a nv:u.'r-;!ul:t:.:r. bue it has
no web page, except for the individual congresses, which are very specialized. Here
also some kind of collaboration is desirable.

‘The Society of Biblical Literature'* pays great attention to mpmlug}'. as one can
see from the F-}rugmm units of its annual meeting: e.g., Religion in Roman Egypt;
Nag Hammadi and Gnosticism; Manichaean Studies.

The Association internationale des patrologues, founded in 19706, has an
important Newsletter, dedicated above all to the announcement of _rc:if.j-.m.h. in
progress. It is very ample, and rather up to date, thdl‘l.k_'i1tu the efforts of a n:fim
under Angelo Di Berardino, something that our Association present ly cannor do.
On the other hand, the Association has no web page. Its main manifestation is the
rightly famous Patristic Conference of Oxford, Thich is otherwise in_dr:pr:nd-:m
and existed before the Association was founded. Coptic texts are not often on the

* hiepe/fwww.ulb.ac. befassoc/aip/
' heep:f fwww. papyrology.org/.
1 herped fwww: princeton.edu/ - petras/.

" heep:/ fwww.sbl-site.org/.
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stage, except for Gnosticism and Nag Hammadi texts, which have been debated
also in separate seminars, sometimes published apart from the official publication
of the Congress, Studia Patristica. It is a fact that the Christian Orient has not been
very popular among patrologists. A great turn 1s represented by the Dizionario di
Patrologia and the Patrologia, volume 5, directed by Angelo Di Berardino."

The Society for Manichaean Studies has no web page, but has a lively newsletter
with articles, reviews, bibliography, and reports, and it seems on the way to
becoming a true journal.

The venerable Deutsche Morgenlindische Gesellschatt™ is not very active in
Coptic studies, but deserves a mention here for the Deutsche Orientalistentage,
where coptology has often occupied a good place, especially in the past.

Also I think that I can mention at this point those Egyptological institutes—of a
very different kind than the associations mentioned above—which give much space
to Coprological research: the Institut frangais d'archéologie orientale du Caire,"
the Deutsches Archiologisches Institur, Abteilung Kairo,' and the Nederlands-
Vlaams Insticuut in Cairo (NVIC).V

Coming to our own Association, we all know thar the statutes state that it «is
designed to encourage and contribute to the progress of all aspects of Copric studies.»
In more practical terms, we are invited to engage in the efficient organization of
existing academic and similar structures, which are the basis of our life and our
work on Coptic texts, monuments, and people; and in the construction of a friendly
personal environmenrt, harmonizing entities that as a matter of course remain
autonomous in their aims and organization. In fact our Association i remarkable
for the spirit of harmony and friendship that prevails among its members. Also
cooperation is often demonstrated, as in cases where members have contributed
to endowing a chair of Coptic studies at the American University in Cairo, or
when the Association has protested against the possible extinction of a chair at the
University of Munich, But we must also note that in general the idea of cooperation
is mainly restricted to personal acquaintance, not e.g. to the continuous sharing
of informarion on scholarly work in progress through institutional organization,
Our Association has a regular Newsletter,® in which everybody is encouraged
to announce information related to Coptic studies. The web page' contains
information on Coptic academic reaching, publications in press, Coptic centers
outside Egypr, congresses in related subjects; and allows for the direct insertion

" Angelo D1 Berarpivo (ed.), Parrologia, vol. 5: Dal Concilio di Calcedonia (451) a Giovanni
Damasceno (m, 750). [ Jnmt'r:' arientali, Genoa, Marietr, 2000,

" hotp:/ fwww . dmg-web.de/frame2 himl.

* hupd/iwww.ifao.egnet.net

' hrrpf fwww.dainst.org/index.php (1 did not find any page for the Abteilung Kairo),
" hope/ fwwwe.nvic.leidenuniv.nl.

"* 1t may be cansulted in the web page of the Association (¢f above).

" hopedfrmeisadu.let.uniromal iv/-jacs/.
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of communications by everybody. In spite of this, so far only a few members have
regularly contributed announcements.

The Association does not have the possibility, i.e. money and structures,
to directly promote Coptic studies. It can from one side register progress and
achievements in coptology, and from the other encourage research in neglected
fields or call the attention of the authorities to coptology. The foundation and
support of the Journal of Coptic Studies™ is a remarkable exception, and it has found
devoted editors, who have been willing to expend much of their time and effort for
its success. Apart from this, it is especially important that there exists at least five
foundations that can allocate considerable sums of money to help Coptic studies,
and we mention them with great satisfaction and gratitude: the Brigitre und Martin
Krause-Stiftung;® the St. Shenouda the Archimandrite Coptic Society;™ the Atiya
Foundation,?* which regularly gives important grants; the St. Mark Foundation;™
and finally the recently established Sarah Clackson Coptic Fund.” | mention also
the Michela Schiff Giorgini Foundation,*® because its Egyptological prize has been
awarded also to scholars in coprology.

Coptology and Coptic Studies

One interesting feature that our Association has in common with most of those
mentioned above is that in its statutes it does not offer a definition of the discipline
that it is supposed to represent. Contrary to what one would believe, namely that
this happens because the scope of the disciplines in question is obvious, the essence
of coprology, just like patrology and papyrology, is far from obvious. [t is even
possible to say that the existence itself and the liveliness and remarkable activity
of associations dedicated to such disciplines, in comparison with older bur duller
ones, is due just to the fact that the corresponding disciplines are in a sense young,
not completely defined, and need to be established in the scientific world.

[t is a peculiar characteristic of coptology thar it cannot be taken for granted
as a discipline, as for example Latin literature or Byzantine art can, but it must
be negotiated among a group of disciplines, sharing parts of this and that,

% hep:f iwww.sbg.ac ad/fka/jeopts.hem.

3 hupsliwwwstifterverband.de/flash/intro.heml, then search for Brigitte und Martin Krause-
Stiftung

2 hiepif iwww.stshenouda.com/index.hem,

5 The Middle East Center, The University of Utah, 200 S, Central Campus Dr., Rm #153, Sale Lake
Ciry, Urah 84112-9157

M hepsl fwww.coptic-history.org/.

15 Established at the Griffich Institute in Oxford in January 2004. The fund will help projects furthering
the study of Copric Papyrology.

% /o Ofisa SA., chemin des Charmettes, 1003 Lausanne; c/o Bisys, 243 Fifth Avenue, New York NY
10016
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incorporating others, while giving to the result a specific meaning. Martin Krause
has been especially concerned with this problem, and it is not by chance that his
lecture on Die Disziplin Koprologie opens the volume The Future of Coptic Studies,”
which contains most of the papers read at the first Coprological congress (Cairo
1976). He also wrote the Important art icle on :'upmf:{[{}* in the Copric J'flﬂtj]'t'-l'rﬂlﬂt’ﬁ'rm- o
It is important o keep our attention alert to this question, not only for the sake
of our mutual recognition as peers around a sufficiently clear identity, but also for
more practical reasons—for example, in fostering the establishment of new chairs
of coprology, or in the organization of the Coptic bibliography.

As for the constituents of coprology, it is by now well understood, I hope, that
while fields like Coptic linguistics are clearly established, the same is not true for the
definition and delimitation of fields like Copric history, geography, literature, and
art, because of the conflict between the general concepr of an Egyptian culture (the
only absolute certainty being that Coptic has to do with Egypr), and its «Copricity,»
or rather the Copricity of a part of i, in comparison with other parts. So also, Coptic
manifestations in literature and art (especially architecrure, etc.), in comparison
with other Egyptian manifestations in the same cultural acrivities.

After long meditation, I believe that the following statements may be widely
accepted, if considered without prejudice and with a fair mind. Firs, it is important
that the question of the definition of coptology as an academic discipline be neither
forgotten nor passed over in silence, when and where it is opportune for it to be
discussed. At the same time it seems idle or scarcely relevant to try and establish a
precise definition, valid in every case; rather, we should recognize a core made up
of a few disciplines, and a group of others equally important, but whose legitimacy
depends on the existence of the former ones. The blend will produce a flexible, but
sufficiently consistent identification of coptology.

In my opinion—ijust to provide some elements for discussion, because every kind
of taxonomy is both debatable and necessary—the core disciplines cerrainly include:
the study of the Coptic language in its synchronic aspects, because diachrony makes
it rather a part of the study of the Egyptian language; the study of Copric literature
in its specific aspect of being written in Copric, because from the intertextual and
historical point of view it cannor be distinguished from contemporaneous Greek,
Arabic, and perhaps Demotic literatures; the study of the Egyptian church in all
its aspects, but only after Chalcedon (because previously it was simply part of the
wcatholic,» international Church, although with some peculiarities of its own); the
study of Coptic palacography, which of course has its specificity because of the
script, while codicology cannor be distinguished from Greek, Latin, etc.; the study
of ecclesiastical and monastic Egyptian art after Chalcedon; the study of papyri and

“ Marrin Krausg, «Die Disziplin Koprologies, in R. McL. Wiwson (ed.), The Fusure of Copiic
Studies, Leiden, Brill, 1978 (Coptic Studies 1)

" CoptEne, vol, 2, p. 616-618. Cf also M, Krause, «Die Koprologie im Geftige der Wissenschaftens,
ZAS100(1974), p. 108-125; Id., «Koprologie und Papyrologies, in Ated XVII Congr. Intern. Papirologia,
val, I, p. 735-754, Napoli, Centro Internazionale per lo Studi dei Papyri di Ercolaneo, 1984
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similar documents, written in Coptic. The related disciplines are those to which the
addition of the adjective «Coprics alludes to some special character of the subject,
in an otherwise unitary discipline, as in codicology, archeology, Christian theology,
political history, Biblical philology, monasticism, etc. Each of these has special
Coptic documents and monuments, but in this case Coptic is rather a part inside

of a structurally and methodologically coherent whole.

Finally, there is a question that I for one, and possibly most of us, would
like to see clearly answered: whether we can say that there existed a «Copricity»
(copticité)—a kind of peculiar spiritual artitude or character that informed the
documents, facts, and monuments that are studied by Coprologists, in religion,
literature, art, history, music, etc., and which can be shown to form a common
cultural ground for them. I mean, whether the word «Copticr may refer not only
to a historical and geographical periodization, but to one, more or less coherent,
unifying spiritual factor.

All these problems are in any case far from settled, even pe rhaps not extensively
and seriously debated. This explains why general introductions to «the Copts» are
unsatisfactory in many ways. Six or seven of them have been published since the
seventies. and there is no lack of meritorious authors: Meinardus,™ Brunner- Iraur,™
Du Bourguet,” and Cannuyer. They are all very useful, but often not in tune
with the achievements of current research. More reliable, but covering only some
subjects, are general books by R. Bagnall," Gerhards and Brakmann,* Capuani”
(with splendid photos), Partrick™; and the collective works edited by M. Krause™
and A. Camplani.”

4 Orro MeinarDUS, Christian Egypt: Eaith and Life, Cairo, 1970; id., Christian Egypt: Ancient and
Maodern (CHE), Cairo, 1965, 2d ed., Cairo, American Univ Press. 1977: id., Monks and Monastenies of
the Egyprian Deserts, Cairo, American Univ. Press, 1961; id., Tiwo Thousand Years of Coptic Christianity,
Cairo, American Univ. Press, 1999,

W Esmmia Brusner-Traut, Die Kopten, Leben una [ ehre der frihen Christen in Agypren, Kaln,
Diederichs, 1982

i ferre Du Bourcuet, Les Copres, Paris, PUE 1988 (2d ed. 1989) (Que sais-je? 2398)

i CrRISTIAN CANNUYER, Les Copres, [Turnhout], Brepols, 1990 ( Fils d'Abraham)

Y Rocer S. BagNALL, Egype in Lare Antiguity, Princeton, Univ. Press, 1993.

“ Die koptische Kirche. Einfiibrung in das dgyptische Christensum, A. Geruarps and H. Brakmann
(ed.), Stuttgart, Berlin, und Kaln, Kohlhammer, 1994

" Massimo Capuant, Egisto copro. Conrributi di Otto Meinardus ¢ Marie-Héléne Rutschowscaya,
Milano, Jaca Book, 1999

% THeoporeE HaLL PARTRICK, Tradinional Egyptian Christianity, Fisher Park 1996 (reprint 1999).

" Agypten in spatantik-chrislicher Zeit: Einfithrung in die koprische Kultur, Marrin Krause (ed.),
Wiesbaden, Reichert, 1998,

% L'Egitro Cristiano : Aspetti ¢ Problemi in Eta Tardo-antica, ALserTo CaMprani (ed.), Roma, Inst. Parr,
Augustinianum, 1997 (StEA 56).
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Qutline of a History of Coptic Studies

[t seems convenient to introduce here the subject of the history of Coptic sr}ld:m,
because 1 have often remarked that young scholars rarely have a feeling of what
coptology was in the past, even, for example, when 1 myselt began to be interested
in it, a mere trifling forty years ago; and for better or for worse, these have been years
of great change, even of revolution. On the other hand, an increasing interest in the
history of ¢ optic studies is to be noted. M, Krause has produced a leading article for
the Coptic Encyclopedia,” 1 have contributed a paper in the volume Documentation
parristique, S. Aufrére has written a beautiful book on Peiresc and his times™ and
important contributions in the catalogue Egyptes;* S. Emmel has written several
articles on particular aspects,* and notably the presidential address at the Leiden

. . ' A4
Congress (see above); H. Behlmer has written on Lagarde;’

and ﬁ[m"}' P Buzi is
pu!?[ialtmg an interesting book on Cardinal lirrrgl-.f!i Coptic collection and one on

Georg Zoega™

Prehistory. First of all we should note that Coptic studies have no real beginning;
there never was a real discontinuity berween the age (ca. eighth to tenth centuries)
when the Copts (who of course called themselves by other names) studied their own
language, their theology, their literature—as can be deduced especially from the
headings of the Coptic homilies*—and the age (ca. ninth to thirteenth centuries)
when Copric was fading, and grammatical reference tools were produced for those
Christians who understood only Arabic, In the European, Latin environment, we
can speak of a beginning of Coprtic studies based on those Copto-Arabic grammatical

* M. Knausk, art. «Coprological Studiess, in Copefne, vol. 2, p. 613-616

“Tiro OreanDi, « La documentation patristique copte », in ].-Ci. FREDOUILLE and R.-M. RoBerGE
(ed.), La documentation parristique: Bilan et prospective, p. 127-148, Québec-Paris, Presses de I'univ,
Laval/Serbonne, 1995

' Svyoney H. Avrnire, La Momie et la Tempéte: Nicolas-Clavde Fabri de Peivesc et la « Curiosite
f‘:g_}"ﬂﬂrlilﬂ.r' s en Provence au débur du xvir siécle, ."'l.'l.'jglmll. 1989

WS, Aurrirg, « La redécouverte de la langue copre aux xvi® er xvi® sidcles », in NaraaLe Bosson

and Sypuey H. Aurrene (ed.), Egpypres... Légyprien et le copre, Lattes, Musée archéologique H. Prades,
1999, p. J1- |08

Y Sternen EmMEL, «Specimens of Copric Type from the Sacra Congregatio de Propaganda Fide in
Romes, YULG 61 (1987), P 06G-104; m"., sRobert Curron's « Ve ry 1_;IIE|;' Falios: l._-.l:ll_il:n.'-ﬂrut'u-; L;uupcl
of Marthew, and Ms Coptic 1 in the Beinecke Librarys, YULG 63 (1989), p. 158-163; id, «Robert
Curzon’s Acquisition of White Monastery Manuscriptss, in M, Rassarr-Denerch and |, Rigs (ed.),
Actes du IV congrés copte, vol. 2, p. 224-231, Louvain-la-Neuve, Institur orentaliste, 1992; 1d,,
«The Copric Manuscripts Collection of Alexander Lindsay, 25th Earl of Crawfords, in 5. Giversen,

M. Krause, P Nacew (ed.), Coprology: Past, Presens, and Future: Studies in Honour of Rodolphe Kasser,
Leuven, Peerers, 1994, p. 317-326

" Heee Benusmer, «Schenure, Besa und Lagarde: Eine unbekannie Episode der Forschungsgeschichies,
JCoptStud 5 (2003), p. 55-66,

“In prtpnm[i{m.

* Paoia Buzi, Tirali ed Autori nella Letterarura Copra: Studio Storico e Tipologico, Pisa and Roma,
2005.
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treatises, starting with the time of the Council of Florence (1440) and then the hrst
attempt by Leonardo Abela," in an ecclesiastical environment; this gave a particu lrur
character to the Western investigations of Coptic, namely, the perspective of the
Catholic Church at first, and then also of the Reformed churches. It was the period
of the declining Renaissance, when the original spirit of Italian wmanesimo was
giving way, for what concerns us here, ro erudition and philology.

The development of Coptic studies at that time may be understood .frtxm the
following simple and reasonable presupposition. Given that the goal of scholars
was to know the tiny and remote Christian group existing in Egypt—its history;
its confession, its liturgy (of a Coptic literature, let alone art or architecture, there
was as yet not even a h;nt}-—-[hi.s knowledge could be obtained mainly from written
documents in the Coptic language. Accordingly the immediate necessity was ©
learn Coptic and, together with the effort to visit the Copts themselves, ro acquire
more documents. And of course, this was in tune with a general interest in ancient,
classical times that was typical of the Renaissance. At that time (the _wvcmcumh
century) coprology coincided with egyptology as being the study of pre-Islamic
Egypr in its entirety. The case of Athanasius Kircher,* though unfortunate on both
scores, is nonetheless exemplary. It is also interesting to note in this regard thar a
similar identification of coprology and egyprology continued after the decipherment
of hieroglyphs, but with a remarkable reversal by which Coptic language and
literature were now considered to be an appendix to egyptology.

The modern foundation. The eighteenth and early nineteen L'::muriu?; may be
considered the foundational stage, when philology made good progress wu!'l Rafacl
Tuki, La Croze, Jablonsky, Schwarrze, Wilke (Wilkins), Woide, Mingarelli, Zoega
and others, and history, after the precursor Vansleben, with E. Renaudot.™ Ihf
grammar and dictionary of Peyron™ were to become the standard before Stern™
nd Crum:* and a lot of literary texts, not only Biblical ones, came to be known.

The modern heroic age. After this, the decipherment of hieroglyphs brought a
radical shift in the attention of the scholarly world towards ::gpm'lﬂgy, now seen
as the study of pre-Christian Egypt. This is why in the period ca. 1850-1950, when
not only a number of outstanding persons devoted their splendid intelligence

7 Cf the words of A, Perrucct in Dizionario Biografico degli Italiani 1, Roma, lstituto della
Enciclopedia Iraliana, 1960, p. 46.

% ArHaNAst KIRCHERL, .. Lingua Aegyptiaca restitusa; Opus tripartitum, Roma, H. Scheus, 1643 and
1644

¥ Erienne Marc QuaTremERE, Recherches critiques ef historiques sur la langue er la lLiscérarure de
I'Egypre, Paris, Imprimerie Impériale, 1808 is still the most useful survey,

% Virrorio AMEDEO Pevron, Grammaticae Linguae Copticae Accedunt .-'{c-‘h"rm.mm ad Lexicon
Copticum, Turin, Ex Regio typographeo, 1841; id., Lexicon linguae copiicde, Torino, Ex Regio
Typographeo, 1835,

‘| Lupwic STERN, Kaprische Grommarik, Leipzig, T. O. Weigel, 1880

@ Warrer Ewing Crum, A Coptic Dictionary, Compiled with the Help of Many Scholars, Oxtord,
Clarendon, 1939.
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and application to Coptic studies but also wondertul discoveries of documents
were made, we must also take note of a kind of ghettoization of coprology, which
is best represented, in my opinion, by the career of ]. Leipoldt,™ who, after an
extraordinarily brilliant beginning, turned his ambitions in different directions,
until the discovery of the Nag Hammadi texts brought coprology back onto the
stage.

Ihe fathers of Copric studies were scholars like O. von Lemm, W. E. Crum,
L. Th. Letorr, W. Till, H. Hyvernat, C. Schmidt.*® Their names, and those of
their epigonos, like G. Garitre or A. Elanskaya or H. Quecke or A. Guillaumont—
H. J. Polotsky stands alone—are sufficient to evoke splendid examples of
scholarship, incredible knowledge, and a heritage of invaluable scholarly tools that
have withstood the test of time. This was the heroic age, when Coptic scholars
more or less mastered the whole range of documentarion; later on, Coptic studies
was divided into many independent fields: (Egyprian) linguistics, Oriental pALristic
studies, Gnosticism and Manichaeism, history of the Christian church of Egypt,
Byzantine art, etc.

Cunttmpnr.l ry

Ihe present. "The contemporary period, after 1950, is characterized by the eruption
onto the stage of two amazing discoveries, the Manichaean manuscripts (known
after 1933)™ and above all the Nag Hammadi manuscripts (known after 1946).%¢
They have certainly brought coprology to the attention of many people who were
previously not very much interested in Christian Egypt; but they have created three
helds of research of their own—the Copric literature proper, the Manichean texts,
the Gnostic texts—, tied to coptology because the required linguistic knowledge is
still the province of relatively few scholars, but also separated from the study of the
Copric past in general. The three fields have progressed more or less independently,
and only recently is the gap narrowing. Apart from this, the main feature of
contemporary coptology seems to be some kind of globalization and popularization,
It is global, because all aspects of Coptic civilization are studied, much more than
betore; and it is popular, or at least more popular than it used to be, because many
scholars interprer Coptic documents in order to explain phenomena that are of
interest to many disciplines, e.g. monasticism, Gnosticism, art, or ecclesiastical
organization from the point of view of sociology or anthropology or (religious)
* His t'r,ugr;l.ph:,r by Kravs-Gunrnen WesseuiNG in Biographisch-Bibliographisches Kirchenlexikon,
vol, 4, Nordhausen, Bautz, 1992, cols, 1391-1395.

" See the respective biographies (mostly by M. Krause) in the CoptEnc, or in W, Dawson, E. Upsioe,
Wha wses Whao in Egyprology (2d ed. London, 1972),

" €. SenmioT, H. |. Pororsky, H. Isscher, «Ein Mani-Fund in Agyptens, SPAW 1933, p. 4-90

* James M. Rominson, «Nag Hammadi: The First Fifty Yearss, in Joun Turner and Anne MeGuire
led.), The Nag Hammadi Library after Fifty Years, Leiden, Brill, 1997, p. 3-33 (NHMS 44),
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politics. It is an evolution that I have personally experienced. We need only compare
the approach of Garitte or Quecke with thar of scholars like Frankfurter, Clark,
Frend, or S. Frank, in whom the interest for philology is less cultivated, and the
desire of introducing the Coptic world into the general framework of late antiquity
and Byzantine history has replaced it.

In this conrtexr ir is necessary to say a few words about the contribution of
the contemporary Copts to Coptic studies, which is of increasing importance in
many sections. For the older days, we should mention the creation of the Coptic
Museum in Cairo and of its library (early twentieth century),” where the Copric
manuscripts formerly in the Egyprian Museum were deposited, and others were
added later, notably the Nag Hammadi codices. It was a remarkable effort in the
right direction, as was the foundation of the Sociéré d’archéologie copte™ and
its important Bulletin, though the articles thar it published were written mainly
by Western scholars. The Coptic Church does not seem to have a special office
concerned with its cultural heritage. Recenty we have seen the foundation of a
number of journals, with various aims and various results: Le monde capte, The
Copis, Coprologia, Coptic Church Review; and the journal of the already mentioned
St. Shenuda Coptic Society, Coptica.” It is only natural that Coptic scholars rend
to direce their interest to contemporary issues: history, liturgy, the revival of the
Copric language. Many of them have contributed to relevant parts of the Copric
Encyclopedia. We hope that the scientific quality of their efforts may soon reach
sufficiently high standards.

Institutional Progress

Bearing all this in mind, I shall ourtline the main achievements of coprology during
the last thirty years, arranged according to the branches that I have identified and
discussed above (under Coprology and Copric Studies). In doing this, | shall also
take this opportunity to make some general comments, for example on important
gaps and the desirability of filling them as soon as possible. My perspective will
mainly be the possible institrutional organizarion, in a loose sense, of Copric studies:
on the one hand, collaborative enterprises of vast scope; and on the other hand,
institutions collateral o scientific research (museums, exhibitions) bur capable of
bringing coptology to the attention of scholars in other disciplines and the lay
public, and also capable of facilitaring the gathering of funds necessary for research.
It is inevitable that some important items may be left our of my review, but the
effort will ar least produce an initial repertory, which can be made more complete
with time.”

T Cf the web page: hup:/fwww.copticmuseum.gov.eg/English/default.hem.

¥ Cf Mirmut Boutnos GHALL, in CaprEne, vol. 7, p. 2142,

" See the respective entries in the Copeic Bibliography (part of CMCL, note 65), subject: Genenalia,
Riviste vivent

“ Except for special cases, the hihliugmphic references will be tound in the Coptic Bibliography, of n. 59.
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The most remarkable collaborative enterprise of the past decades is the Coptic
Encyclopedia, conceived and produced thanks to the vision and energy of Aziz
and Lola Atiya, of really blessed memory. It was not only an effort to provide a
reference to the present state of the studies in all fields of coptology, burt also an
operational demonstration of the existence and vitality of the discipline coptology
and its branches. But in the nature of the case, an encyclopedia is not sufhciently
structured so as to reflect the form of the field. There is need for a kind of handbook
of Coptic studies, like that provided by O. Montevecchi for papyrology,”
speak of the monumental Handbiicher der Altertumswissenschaf of Munich. The
wonderful group created by J. M. Robinson to organize the Facsimile Edition of
the Nag Hammadi codices, their publication, translation, and commentary,™ is
another splendid example of collaborative enterprise. It was initiated before the
creation of the IACS, but finished during its existence, and the IACS was able to
give a kind of distant help. Following its example the team that is producing the
series Bibliothéque copre de Nag Hammadi was creared,™ In Berlin the Arbeitskreis
fiir koptisch-gnostische Schriften was founded by H.-M. Schenke very early, and

not to

although its activities have not been regular, it inally produced the important Nag
Hammadi deutsch. In Miinster we take norte of the already mentioned Krause-
Stiftung, which publishes remarkable monographs in an Oros Verlag series
(Altenberge);™ and in Rome an analogous series, the Corpus dei Manoscritti Copri
Lettarari,” and its web portal.™

[ cannot say for certain whether the number of academic chairs of coptology has
grown in the last thirty years, or if so, how much, because there does not exist any
assessment of the previous situation, But I think thar it has ilnpl'm';:LL and in any
case we can count today ar least forty-seven institutions with more or less rcguhr
courses ol coprology.”” The latest success to be celebrated is the establishment of
a chair at the American University in Cairo;®® and an entire masters degree in
Sydney.” I can point also to the fact thar to the traditional sites of Rome, Paris,
Berlin, Halle, Louvain, new ones have been added like Abilene, Belgrade, Chapel
Hill, Goringen, Liverpool, Madrid, Ottawa, Québec, Salzburg; of course Jerusalem,
Miinster, Claremont, Genéve, and Yale deserve special acknowledgment.

“Orsormna MonTeveccHr, La f’-rp:rr:fqllfm (2d ed.), Milano, Vit e Pensiero, 1988

* The series Nag Hammadi Studies, subsequently Nag Hammadi and Manichaean Studies, published
by Brill, Leiden; the Facimile Edition; and James M. Rosinson (ed.), The Nag Hammadi Library in
English, Leiden, Brill; San Francisco etc., Harper Row, 1977, revised 3rd ed., 1988, with an afterword
by K. Smith

“* hope/ fwww.isr.ulaval.ca/benh/,

" Arbeiten zum spatantiken und koprischen Agypren

“ «Publications of the CMCLs, Roma, CIM;: later «Letteratura Copta, serie testi,o
“ herpilfemel ler.uniromal ir,

” ff the list in the web page of IACS (cit.), under the heading Courses

o hﬂp:-lrn"i.':lming.:|uccg‘y‘;‘u.ﬂdufundr:rgr;ldfﬁcllh.frg}'fq;}' hrml#minor

” 1'||:tpul'fmrw.mplic org.au/modules/copric_studies/.
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[he IACS encourages the holding of congresses of general coptological character,
although of smaller scope, which are evidence for the growing importance of the
discipline. We register with satisfaction one well established regular event, the
Journées d’études copres organized by the Association francophone de coptologie
(see above); the congresses regularly held in Los Angeles by the St. Shenuda Copric
Society (see above); another recently conceived series, the Egyptian «Symposias
(first, a Wadi Nacrun Symposium; second, a Faiyum Symposium; and one in

preparation);™” and several one-time events, like thar in Leiden on the territory
of Panopolis;” at Yale (New Haven) on Gnosticism;™ in Bologna, of general
character.”™

Especially remarkable in this period is the number of exhibitions of Copric art
and civilization, which are an instrument to promote studies, while at the same time
they inform the public on coptology: Newark 1986,” Rhode Island and Baltimore
1989, Périgueux 1991, Wien 1995, Hamm etc. 1996/98,” Lattes 1999™, Paris
etc. 2000/01.%

With special regard to Coptic culture, we like to mention in this conrext the
publication of many catalogues of manuscripts: B. Layton for the British Library;"
L. Depuydr for the Pierpont Morgan Library in New York;* A. Elanskaya for
the Pushkin Museum Library in Moscow;* and, in preparation, P Buzi for the
Nartional Library in Naples and C. Louis one for the Coptic manuscripts of the

" Proceedings of the Wad: Natrun Symposium (Coprica 2}, 2003.
' A. Eceerts et al (ed.), Perspectives on Panopolis, Leiden exc., Brill, 2002

* Bentrey LayToN (ed.), The Rediscovery of Gnosticism |, The School of Valentinus, 2, Sethian Grosticism.
Proceedings of the Conference.., Yale, March 1978, Leiden, Brill, 1980, 1981

4 Egitro ¢ Storia Anvica dall Ellenisme all’ Ezd Araba (ed. Criscuoro and Geraci) Bologna 1987
M Susan H. Auth, Copric Arr of Ancient Egyps, Newark, NJ, 1986.

* Frorence D. Frieoman (ed.), Beyond the Pharaohs: Egypt and the Copts in the Second 1o Seventh
Centuries A.D,, Rhode Island School of Design Museum of Art, 1989,

o J'_'f:k}']ﬁrr en J”.rﬂlt:':i'n']'l dans les pas de Jean Clédar [L;lt.l[::!_:_ur: raisonné de lmr:lpn'iiliun, musée du
l';:'ngnrd 16 mai-15 u:'|1-l:'ut1:|t:: 1991) <].-M. ROSENSTIEHL (ed.)>, Louvain and Paris 1991 (CBC 7)

Hewmur BuscHHAusEN ef al (ed), Der Lebenskreis der Koptem: Katalog zur Aussrellung
Papyrussammiung der Osterveichischen Nationalbibliothek, Wien, 1995

n ;'Igrplru Schdrze aus dem Wistersand, Kunse und Kultur der Christen am Nil, Wiesbaden, Reicherr,
1 599G,

" Catalogue de l'exposition : Egyptes... I'Egyptien et le copte, NaTnaLie Bosson and SYDNEY AUFRERE
(ed.), Lartes 1999

“ Lart copte en Egypre. 2000 ans de christianisme. Paris, IMA, Gallimard, 2000,

| Bentiey Lavron, Catalogue of Coptic Literary Manuscripts in the British Library Acquired since the
Year 1906, London, British Library, 1987

“ Leo Deruvor, Catalogue of Coptic Manuscripts in the Pierpont Morgan Library, 2 vols., Leuven,
Pecters, 1993

" Avia 1 Evanskava, The Literary Coptic Manuseripts in the A. 5. Pushkin Stare Fine Arts Museum in
Moscows, Leiden, Brll, 1994 (VigChr-Suppl. 18).
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Institut frangais d'archéologie orientale du Caire. For museum objects, the project

«Catalogue général du musée copres was initiated in 1986;™ M.-H. Rutschowscaya

has l""“!'*"“’“'d books for the Louvre.™ |:1'|pnrr.;m'[ cooperative realizations are also

the facsimile editions of the Nag Hammadi™ and Manichaean codices.®

Mention should be made on computer and web activities, which are stll
in a pioneering stage: the web site of the IACS and other societies have already
been indicated. A scientific enterprise completely on the web, and using darabase
management systems and automatic linguistic analysis is the «Corpus dei Manoscritri
Copti Letterari.»® There and in many other web pages it is possible to download

( :upln. fonts

Progress in the Individual Branches of Coptic Studies

Linguistics. Among the many linguistic publicarions about the Coptic language,
the Coptic Grammar of B. Layton®™ is the most remarkable achievement. It is a
masterfully conceived, comprehensive and derailed description of the Coptic
(Sahidic) language, a work destined to last as a reference book for decades, like
the Dicrionary of Crum or the Bibliography of Kammerer. It is true that ar about
the same time «thes treatise of Polowsky, a scholar whom we all honor (in fact
honorary president of the [ACS, and rteacher of Layton himself), was also published:
Grundlagen des koptischen Satzbaus.™ Bur, interesting and suggestive as it may be,
it seems nonetheless to be a tormented recapitulation of esoteric reflections based
on the study of an entire lifetime rather than a clear, instructive model of linguistic
structure, This is nor so much a personal statement as it is an elaboration on the

H LS. Gawpar Gasra in JCCopmS 511, 1, p. 179-182

* Manie-Hevene Rurscowscava, Catalogue der bois de ['Egypre copte, Parls, Musée du Louvre, 1986;
i, .F.’ng.-prr copre. Louvre, Guides des collecrions, p. 139-143, Paris, RMN, 1989: id., [a peinture
copte, Paris, Louvre, ['.h."]:l.ll'u'uu:J:nt des antiquirés égyprenncs, RMN, 1992

* James M. Rominson, The Faciimile Edition of the Nag Hammadi Codices: Introduction, Leiden, Brill,
1972, Printed also in James M, RosiNsON & al, The Faciimile Edition .yrrﬂ'n- ;’\-‘L;‘E Hammadi Codices
Introduction (IAC Occasional Papers 4), Leiden, Brill, 1984

" SoreN GIVERSEN, The Manichaean Coptic Papyri in the Chester Bearry Library. Vol. | Kephalaia

Facsimile Edition, Genéve, Cramer, 1986, Yol. 2, Homilies and Varia 1986, Vol. 3. Pxalm Book. Par
1, 1988, Vol. 4, Pralm Book, Part 2. 1988

* hoep:/femcl.ler.uniromal .it.

" BenTiey Lavron, A Copric Grammar with Chrestomathy and Glossary, Sabidic Dialect, Wiesbaden,
Harrassowirz (PLO 20)

" Hans Jacos Pororsky, Grundlagen des koprischen Sarzhaus, Decatur GA, Scholars Press, 2 vols.,
1987, 1990 (ASP 28, 29)
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important remarks of Funk at Louvain and Layton at Washington.” Such a model
is, on the contrary, Layton’s book. If I am permitted to make a remark here, which
concerns the study of Copric linguistics in general rather than this particular book,
one notes the tendency to mix strictly grammatical features of Copric with its use
by individual authors, so thar the grammatical and the stylistic appreciation are not
clearly distinguished. This is perhaps the most important reason why there have
scarcely existed independent stylistic studies on Coptic authors, which in turn has
delayed, for example, acknowledgment of the immense value of Shenoute in this
respect. Shisha Halevy has treated specific problems” bur with a wide horizon, and
he has given many new suggestions of general value. Also his idea of producing
Shenoute chrestomathy has been a very good one.™

Dialectology. For dialectology the linguistic section of the Coptic Encyclopedia
(volume 8, mainly by Kasser and Funk) is an invaluable tool. Copric dialects remain
theoretically an awkward question as Layton has opportunely reminded us.” In
general I would like to praise Layton for his iconoclastic attitude, in his capacity
of both linguist and philologist, which is welcome in an area where students often
tend to repeat conventional statements. I shall add thar Ariel Shisha Halevy can
' and thar [ wish such observations
would be made in art and archeology. The great number of new documents in
the Oxyrhynchite dialect published in this period has produced grear progress in
the field of dialectology. I mention also with hesitation my effort to produce a
computational grammar, which was already mentioned by Mink,” but to date I
have not found a colleague willing to discuss the problems raised by this initial
efforr.

be also unconventional in his observations™

Literature. In regard to literature, | have lamented in one of the Congress reports™
that the status of Coptic literature still needs ro be correctly understood, because
of the rendency to extract some of its branches and form independent helds, with
bad consequences for its general historical assessment. Biblical cranslations, Gnostic
texts, and apocrypha are mostly considered separately from the development of
Copric literature proper, and all is left in a vague environment where the sources of

" Wore-Perer Funk, «Copuc Linguistics, 1984-1988+, in M. Rassarr-DesercH and ], Ries (ed.),
Actes du IV congrés copte, vol, 2, p. 53-63, Louvain-la-Neuve, Institut orientaliste, 1992: o p. 54

2 BentTLEY LaYyTON, «Four Years of [‘rug_rr.'.ﬁ.'. in i.:upl ic | Inguisticss, in .I'f..'f'l.lpr_'i' 3. Vol. 1. Er‘f'ﬂ'l':"ﬂ o
Recent Research, p. 97-110, Roma, CIM, 1993: of p. 98-99,

" AriEL SHISHA-HALEVY, The Proper Name: Structural Prolegomena ro its Syntax, A Case Study in Copui,
Wien, VWGO, 1989 (Beihefte zur WZKM 15); id., Copeic Grammanical Caregories; Strucrural Studies
in the Syntax of Shenoutean Sabidic (AnOr 53) Roma, Pontibcium Instirurum Biblicum, 1986

" Arier SHisHA-Havevy, Capric Grammatical Chrestormathy: A Course for Academic and Private Study,
Leuven, Pecters, 1988 (OLA 30).

W ICCoptS 5, vol. 1, p. 99.
* ICCopsS 6, p. 323,
' Cairo 1976

* Actes du IV* cangr, vol. 2, p. 211-212,
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the texts are important and not the form that they have assumed in Coptic, except
for linguistic investigations, | have made an effort to react against this situation,
to try and delineate the history of Coptic literature as a whole, its chronological
progress, and its comprehensiveness; and | have challenged many traditional
mistakes: e.g. the effect of the Arab invasion on literary production; supposed
translations that were instead pseudepigrapha and cyclical creations; the cultural
position of Shenoute; the importance of the Origenist controversy.”™ On the other
hand a comparison between these new ideas and the traditional vision of Coquin
published in Christranismes orientaux (1993) will always be useful.

"The central event in the specialized study of Copric literature, the indispensable
basis for the research of the next decades, is the dissertation (1993) of S. EMMEL,
Shenoutes Literary Corpus, published this very year in the series Subsidia of the Corpus
Scriptorum Orientalium Christianorum.'™ It is too important an achievement to
be described in the time allowed for this address. It has already been commented on
(in its form as a dissertation) in the reports of past congresses; and 1 shall say only
that everybody who studies Copric culture will have to read at least some parts of
it. For the Bible, I shall mention the exemplary editions of the invaluable Hamburg

papyrus by Diebner and Kasser;'""" of the Oxyrhynchite Psalms by Gawdat Gabra;'™

of three of the Gospels by Quecke (from the Barcelona codex);'™ of two of the

Gospels by Aranda;'™ of Acts and Marthew in Oxyrhynchite by Schenke;'® and
the fist actempr, after the rudimentary though always useful edition of Horner,
of a critical edition of the Catholic epistles by Schiissler.'™ For the Old Testament

' These views can be seen in various articles: the most extensive d:y._'rip:mn in « Letteratura copta e
cristianesimo nazionale egiziano », in A. Campran (ed.), LEgitto cristiane, Roma, Augustinianum,
1997, p. 39-120; ¢f also « Testi parristici in lingua copra s, in A, D1 Beraroino (ed.), Patrologia, vol
3, Genova, Marierti, 2000, p. 497-576. They are extensively represented in the web page of CMCL
lef. above).

‘" 2 vols., Leuven, Pecters, 2004 (CSCO 111-112 Subsidia)

' BernD JorG Diesner and Rooovene Kasser (ed.), Hamburger Papyrus Bil. 1: Die alttestamentlichen
lexte des Papyrus Bilinguis 1 der Staats- und Universiitsbibliothek Hamburg, Genéve, Cramer, 1989
(CahOr 18)

Gawpar Gasra, Der Psalter im oxyrbynchitischen (mesokemischen/mitteligyprischen) Dialek,
i'ir:u!-:ﬂw:rg:_. Heidelberg ( Jrientverlag 1995 (ADAIK, Koptische Reihe 4)

1S

Hans QUuecke, Das f!i'.a.rr.l'rajr!'.lJ':Hr'f.rm.l.r sahidisch, [I'_lr_u{ astr, Studia er Textus 4). Barcelona,
1972, Id., Das Lukasevangelium saidisch (PapCastr, Studia et Textus 6), Barcelona, 1977: id.. Das
Johannesevangelium saidisch (PapCastr, Studia er Textus 11), Roma—Barcelona, 1984

™ GONZALO ARANDA PEREZ, El Evangelio de San Mateo en copto sabidico (Textos v estudios « Cardenal
Cisneros » 35), Madrid, Inst. Arias Montano, 1984; id., Fl Evangelio di san Marcos en copto sabidico
(lexto de M 569 y aparato critico), Madrid, Instituto de Filologfa, CSIC, 1988 (Textos y estudios
« Cardenal Cisneros = 45) I

'"f HAH&-F’-‘!AHT!H SCHENKE, Apostelgeschichte 1, 1-15, 3 im mirteldgyptischen Dialekt des Koptischen
H..m.l’n' Glazier), Akademie-Verlag, Berin 1991 =TU 137; id, Das Martthaus-Evangelium im
mittelagyptischen Dialekr des Koprischen (Codex Schede), Berlin, Akademie, 1981 (TUGACL 127)

Kantuemnz Scrtssier, Die katholischen Briefe in der koptischen (sabidischen) Version, Louvain,
Peeters, 1991 (CSCO 528-529, Seriptores Coprici 45-46)
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the project of Peters'” is certainly courageous, but unfortunately the philological
standard is not sufficient. We should note the lists of manuscripts by Schiissler,'™
Schmitz-Mink,'” and Nagel,"® which make an important contribution in a field
where much remains to be done. The documentation has been extended very much
in these years, and this in itself is no small improvement, but the philological work
on the Copric Biblical translations, which has seen contributions especially by
Merzger and Aranda,"" is far from satisfactory. I also suggest that a minor edition
of the entire Bible in Sahidic that is easy to consult, remains a desideratum. For
the Gnosricizing texts, the major event is the completion of the critical editions
in the series Nag Hammadi Studies, and the progress in its French counterpart,
Bibliotheque copre de Nag Hammadi; as well as the complete English translation
edited by J. Robinson and the vast anthology done by B. Layton'? (Gnestic
Scriptures). On the other hand, I norice a certain decline in the number of studies,
which is not alarming, rather to be welcomed, because probably it is due to the
necessity of rethinking and ultimately rejecting many prejudices common to older
studies. This is why in recent years some interesting studies in this sense have
been published, notably the books of K. King'"* and of M. Williams (Rethinking
«Crnosticism:» An Argument for dismantling a dubious Caregory'''), which challenge
the traditional view of Gnosticism as a whole. Fresh attention has instead been
devoted to the Manichaean texts, with the continuation of the edition of the
Kephalaia, splendid work by Funk, and the beautiful Facsimile Edition. The new
astonishing documents found ar Kellis'"” will cerrainly contribute to keeping
the attention for this subject high, New attention has been given also to magical

07 Mewvin K. H. Peters, A Critical Edition of the Coptic (Bohairic) Pentatench, Atlanta Georgia,
Scholars Press: 1 Genesis, 1985, 2 Exodus, 1986, 5 Deureronomy, 1983

' KaRLHEINZ ScHUSSLER, Biblia Coptica: Die koptischen Bibelrexte, Bd.1, Das sahudische Alre und Nesue
Testament: sal-20, Wiesbaden, Harrassowirz, 1995,

19 E.], Scumitz, G, Mink (ed.), Die sahidischen Handschriften der Evangelien: Part 1, Berlin and New
York, De Gruyter, 1986, part 2, fascicule 1, 1989; part 2, fascicule 2, 1991,

"9 Perer NAGEL, «Studien zur Textuberlieferung des sahidischen Alren Testamentss, pare | ZAS 110
(1983), p. 51-74; part 1b ZAS 111 (1984), p. 138-164; «Sahidische Penrateuchfragmentes, Z4S 114
(1987, p 135-1606.

"' Bruce M. MerzGer, The Early Versions of the New Testamene: Their Origin Transmision and
Limitasions, Oxford, Univ. Press, 1977 (p. 99-152: 11. The Coptic Versions). GonzaLo ARANDA, « La
version faytimica del Monasterio Blanco (Mc 8.24-9.12): Ensayo metodologico para el estudio de las
versiones copras », RS0 53 (1979), p. 71-93, 223-233 = Muséon 95 (1982), p. 357-384; 4., « La
version sahidica de San Mateo en Bodmer XIX y Morgan 569 », EsudBibl 46 (1988), p. 217-230.
U Benteey Lavron, The Gnostic Scriptures: A New Translavion with Annotations and Introductions,
Garden Ciry, Doubleday, 1987,

N3 Whar s Cenostictim?, l:.lrnbndgi: MA., Harvard Univ. Press, 2003,
" Princeton Univ. Press, 1996,
'3 See publications in the DOPM, Oxbow Books.
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texts, e.g. the useful anthology in English translation by M. Meyer,""® and it is

probable that the furure will provide interesting developments. For the apocrypha
the splendid guipe of the Association for the Study of the Apocrypha,'"” founded
by F. Bovon, has produced detailed editions of many texts (Junop-Kagstr, Acta
fohannis; PrRIEUR, Acta Andreae, etc.) based on documents in all relevant languages,
and others will come; and the volume of the Pléiade series. Independently, the
tradition on the [ransitus Mariae has been deeply studied by van Esbroeck, Aranda
and Mimouni. An important contribution is finally the new assessment of the so-
called Gospel of the Savior: after its publication by Hedrick and Mirecki, S. Emmel
is claritying its content and tradition on the basis of more manuscripts. For the
fourth century the interest has been centered on works by Athanasius (CaAMpLANT,
Lettere Festali; MarTIN, Athanase d’'Alexandrie), and Antony (Rusenson). These
studies are a good example of intertwining Greek, Coptic, and Syriac philology
and historical research; and in both cases new, even revolutionary perspectives have
been acquired. The Pachomian dossier has seen the well conceived collection of
English translations by Veilleux, and the studies of Joest on the intriguing «emystical
alphabets; bur the field is rather neglected. On the contrary, new and unexpected
Coptic documents of Evagrius have been published (Schenke, Quecke, etc.), which
show that the Origenist philosopher has managed to survive damnatio memoriae

also in Coptic.'” In this H.’E_:Hl!, one should not iinrgtt the interesting dossier of

Agathonicus, which comes from the same milieu, but remains neglected. Finally it
should be mentioned that a considerable number of texts from the Hamuli find of
the Pierpont Morgan Library have been published by a team led by L. Depuydt;
and that T. Vivian is doing meritorious work translating many texts

Captic literature in Arabic. Literature of the Copts written in the Arabic language
is not in itself really separate from literature in Copric but is conveniently treated
apart because of the different linguistic competence that is required. It is certainly
desirable that in due dme we have scholars equally competent in Coptic and
in Medieval Christian Egyptian Arabic, but so far the separation remains. The
main achievements made in the last few years, by |. den Heijer for Mauhub (ex-
Severus),'"’ Augusto Righi for Severianus of Gabala, and Bishop Samuel for Abu
al-Makarem (ex-Abu Salih), will be treated below under history. The study of the
F Marvin Mever and Ricuaro Smimu (ed.), Ancient Christian Magic: Copric Texts of Ritual Power,
san Francisco, Harper, 1994 }

""" Frangois Bovon, « Vers une nouvelle édition de la licérature apocryphe chrétienne: la Series
Apocryphorum du i'.'r:r;rm Christianorum », Augrstinianum 23 (1983), p. 373-378. Cf also ]IHP i
www.l unil.ch/aelac

" Of Venusux in ICCopeS 5, vol. 1, p. 212-213; Hans-Martin Schenke, «Ein hﬂ[‘ll!-l.'hrl
Evagriuss, in P NageL (ed.), Crraeco-Coptica, Halle 1984, p. 219-230; jd, «Das Berliner Evagrius-
Ostrakon (PBerol 14700)s, ZAS 116 (1989), p. 90-107; Hans Quecke, «Ausziige aus Evagrius'
'MUﬂLh‘-ipiEg:L in koprischer Ulu'rsrrittlllg-. Chrientalia 58 (1989), p. 452-463.

" Jorarnes ex Hegen, Mawbhub thn Mansur et | historiographie copto-arabe : Frude sur lz composition
de I Histoire des Patriarches d'Alexandrie. Louvain, Peeters, 1989 (CSCO Subsidia 83)
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medieval Arabic grammartical and lexical treartises on Copric is alive (mainly studied

by Sidarus) but not as productive as one might wish.

Palaeography. No general treatise on palacography has been published recently
B. Layton is theoretically right in insisting that this study be based on dated mss:
but short of them for the earlier period, we need in any case to formulate a model
in which the different types of script are attached to a provisional chronology. After
the classic (and mainly wrong) attempts by Stegemann, Cramer, etc., nothing
important has been produced in this field. Perhaps one should recognize a distinet
field of the history of the manuscripts, both before and after their modern discovery.
and a parallel study of the bibliological units, i.e. the ancient libraries or collections
In such a field, palacography and codicology should be included. The contributions
by J. Robinson on the Nag Hammadi and Dishna manuscripts, although much
debated, have been an example of this kind of work; as also the work of S, Emmel
on the Shenoute manuscripts and the data base of the Corpus dei Manoscritri

Coprti Letterari (both mentioned above).

Archeology. Many new Important excavations have been made and reported. |
shall mention the ones that are most important, in terms of the relevance of the
ancient sites and the objects and documents found. These are: Kellia, which has seen
work by the French'* and the Swiss;'*' Neklone;'* Kellis (¢f above); Abu Mena;'**
and Abu Fana. Coptic archeology has experienced and is still experiencing much
rivalry with Egyptian archeology. Archeology as a science was born lare; and among
the archeologists, interest in Egypt was scarce at the beginning, simply because the
monuments were or seemed to be already there, ready to be drawn and studied
rather than excavated. Mariette was a pioneer ca. 1850; then came Maspero, Birch,
Petrie, et al. So the interest in Egypt coincided with the triumph of egyprology, and
Coptic sites were left aside or taken into consideration only because they coexisted
with more ancient monuments, and they were even destroyed to «restores the others,
as a kind of retaliation for the destruction wrought by ancient monks. The classic
sites, memorable thought they be, were not sufficiently described nor thoroughly
investigated (Saqqara, Bauit, Wadi Natrun), and they have been neglected for a
ll.:-ng time, bur l.ndd_}' there are p].m:. to resume excavations. One exception is Esna'*
' Pascace Bacver, Narnavie Bosson, Marcuerire Rassanr-Denercu, Kellta: Lermitage copre QR
195, Cairo, llao, 2003.

! Mission suisse d'archéologie copre, EX 8184 Projer internarional de sauverage scientifique des Kellia.
Explorations aux Qougour Er-Roubaiyas, Camp. 1982 et 1983, Louvain, Peeters, 1994, 2 vols.; id,
EK8184. Survey archéologique des Kellia (Base-Egypre): Rapport de la campagne de 1981, Louvain,
Peeters, 1983, 2 vols.; Les Kellia, ermitages coptes en Busse-Egypte, Genéve, Editions du Tricorne,
1989,

" News in PAM

"1 News by P! Grosssmany in MDAIK

'** SERGE SAUNERON, Les ermuitages chrétiens dyu désers d'Fina, Cairo, 1fan, 1972,
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and another Antinoe, tlmugh for Antinoe we lack detailed r::PHl:i'l*i.-'w An exhaustive

list can be found in the many reports by Peter Grossmann,

Art bistory. For art history no reliable reference handbook has been produced.
lThe best i1s }'nrnh.ﬂwlj. the book of A. ["iﬂ*:]l;wr[_;rr.""'“"l:ln.‘h 15 not up to date. An
important project has been initiated by |. Leroy and S. Sauneron, namely the
«Corpus de la peinture murale copre au Moyen .""l.gr;--" on the other hand one notes
a tendency towards study of the «sminor arts.» Notable exceptions are the studies
by M. Rassart-Debergh on paintings especially of Kellia and Saqqara, and those
of P Van Moorsel and the Durch team, on Wadi Natrun (Deir Suriani, Baramus,

Bishoi) and the Red Sea monasteries.

History. It is difficult to define the field of history, and not only for tupmlug}’.
Even if we avoid theoretical questions about whart is the study of history (in
principle it could encompass anything), there are chronological problems (When
does Coptic history begin? Only after Chalcedon?) and subtle distinctions—for
example, if Copuc studies have to do with Christian Egyptians, then Coptic history
is the history of the Christian churches of Egypt, and it is reasonable to maintain
that liturgy is a pare of that history when it is studied to understand its development
historically, as one of the manifestations of the life of the church, Be thar as it mayv,
| think that the following items can be put under the general label of history. |

For history in its traditional sense we welcome the publication of the Cambridge
History of Egypt, especially for two chaprers (by Kaegi and Wilfong) touching on
the Coptic church. The book of Griggs'** does not go beyond conventional views
that can be read in older handbooks. More interesting for some new ideas are the
books of Winkler'* and Partrick.'* Ewa Wipszycka has consecrated many essays
to Coptic history, which are assembled in one important volume.'®' For the literary
sources of Copric history 1 shall mention the new complete edition (in cl:.'::rl'uni‘n:
form) of the Historia Ecelesiastica Coptica,'* which has seen also many individual
studies, notably by D. Johnson and Th. Baumeister; the important book by J. den
Heijer (cited above) thar sheds new light on many aspects of the History of the
FParriarchs, setting a firm ground for future research; and the discovery and edition
by Bishop Samuel of the work formerly known under the name of Abu Salih on
f-j'l'[lH'J'-‘-.'ﬂ."-H‘-"- in Actes. .. Lauvain (cit.), p. 147-149
* ARNE EFFENBERGER, Koptische Kunst, Leipzig, Kochler & Amelang, 1974
hd vI"JI' RASSART in Acres. .. Lowvain (cit.) vol. 1, p- 4-3.

= C, Wiceren Gricas, Early Egyptian Christiansty from ity Origins to 451 C.E. Leiden etc.. Brill.
1990; 2d ed. 199 (Coptic Studies 2)

" Diermar W Winkien, Koprische Kirche und Reichskirche, Innsbruck, Tyrolia, 1997 (Innsbrucker
theologische Studien 48)

" Theopore Hart Partrick. Traditional Fgyptian Christianity, Fisher Park 1996 (reprint 1999),
i3

Etudes sur le christianisme dans IEgypre de I Antiquité tardive. Roma, Inst. Parr Augustinianum
1996 ;

" In the web page of CMCL, cir.

ITHE TACS AND COPTIC STUDILES

medieval Christian Egype.'” I think that I can also announce thar a few years ago
an important Ethiopic text was discovered, from a Greek original of a history of
the Alexandrian church. When it is published it will improve our knowledge of the

fourth and fifth centuries.

¥
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Documentary sources. For the documentary sources on the Coptic population,
l.e. papyri, ostraka, inscriptions, etc., I suggest that roday the main rask is that
of providing comprehensive treatments of large archives, instead of publishing
items individually. Only in chis way will it be possible to extract the maximum
of information from the documents. In this respect the important publications
are: a precise and exhaustive book by W. Godlewski on the archives of the Apa
Phoibammon cloister'®; the work of C. Fluck Wietheger on the Apa Jeremias
cloister;'*” two studies on Dioscorus of Aphrodiro, including an impeccable volume
of Jean-Luc Fourner,"** and another, full of sentiment, by L. MacCoull;'” a book
by S. Clackson on the papyri from Apa Apollo cloister'™; a book on the women
of Djeme by T. Wiltong;'” an edition of the Melitian papyri by B, Kramer.'
Important new enterprises have been also recenty initiated, especially by Petra
Sijpesteiin.'!! This has been a long neglected field, like that of school organization,
on which R. Cribiore and M. Hasitzka have published important studies. The
edition of the peculiar papyrus codex Chester Beatry 1499 belongs also in this
field.

Theology. In theology Grillmeier, in his monumental work, has produced an
important contribution to the study of the Egyptian and Coptic sources.'"

13 Cf above

M Wiopzimierz GobLewskl, Le monastére de saint Phoibamman (Deir el-Bahari 5), Warszawa,
PYWN, 1986. Cf. Kravse, in Aetes. .. Loupain, p. 100-101.

M Caciua Wieruecer, Das feremias-Kloster zu Sagqara unter besondever Bericksichtigung der
Fnse .I'r:n_'ﬁrﬂ, :‘l't:.'l‘:hcrl_s:,u:. Uros 1'|’"¢IE.1E'_., 1992 (ASKA 1).

1% Jean-Luc Fourner, Hellénisme dans ['Egypre du ¥ siécle: La bibliothéque et leuvre de Dioscore
d Aphrodité, 2 vols., Cairo, lfao, 1999

7 Lesuie S, B, MacCouwr, Diescorus of Aphrodite: His Work and His World, Berkeley CA, Univ. of
California Press, 1988 (The Transtformation of the Classical Heritage 16)

138 Saran Crackson, Copric and Greek Texts Relating to the Hermopolite Monastery of Apa Apollo,
Oxford, Griffith Inst., 2000 (¢f also the review by E. Wipszycka).

9 Terry G, WiLronG, Women of feme: Lives in a Coptic Town in Late Antique Egypr, Ann Arbor, Univ
of Michigan Press, 2002,

1% B Kramer, |, C. Suerton, and G. M. Browne, Das Archiv des .-"h"fpal',l:'m: und verwandre Texre,
Mainz, von Zabern, 1987 (AegTrev 4)

"' International Sociery for Arabic Papyrology: heip://www.princeton.edu/- petras/isap/isapframe
heml.

" ALrons Wourers, The Chester Beatty Codex Ac 1499: A Graeco-Latin Lexicon an the Pawline f';rru:fﬂr
and a Crreek Grammar, Leuven Paris, Peeters, 1988 (CBM 12),

W Avonrs GRILLMEIER, fesus der Christus im Glawben der Kirche. 2/4: Die Kirche von Alexandrien mit
Nubien und .»-'T'r.i':uulpl'm naeh 451, Freiburg erc., Herder, 1990,
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Goehring, Sheridan, and Wipszycka have written a number of important essays,
less than book length, on monastic history and spiritualicy.'* Liturgy is also a held
where great scholars (we mention Quecke, Brakmann, Zanert) have produced
valuable studies, bur no general handbook. One special desideratum, also for those
interested in literature, is a reconstruction of liturgical non-Biblical lessons from
the typica. For magic the contribution by M. Meyer has already been mentioned.
Wodern history has been treated in a handful of comprehensive studies.' For
geagraphy a formidable repertory has been produced by S. Timm in the series

[tibinger Adas des Vorderen Orients,'* bur a good historical map for the Copric

period, with locations and especially with names correctly reported, is still lacking.

[n conclusion, we are certainly entitled to announce that Coptic studies is
Hourishing, notwithstanding the very difficult situation that Humanities have been
experiencing in these last two or three decades, and the particular dithculties thar
wpu_l.l[h’u.i studies encounter in academic institutions, Nevertheless, some factors
have helped: the remarkable interest recently concentrated upon late antiquity; a

renaissance of religious studies, perhaps due to the anthropological and sociological

unrest of contemporary society; and the new documents that the ground of

Egypt continues generously to supply. I think thar this presidential address can be
concluded in an optimistic mood, once more recalling whac I think are the most
interesting events of the last thirty years: the Copric Encyclopedia, B. Layton’s Coptic
Grammar, and S. Emmel’s ordering of the works and manuscripts of Shenoute. But

also there are desiderara still waited for: insticutional collaboration of the IACS with

another association or associations; a history of Coptic art; an ongoing repertoire

of archeological sites and activities; a historical atlas; a handbook of licurgy; a
comprehensive history of the Copric church; a minor but complete edition of the
Coptic Bible; a history of the Copro-Arabic literature. There is no shortage of things
to be done. Bon travail i nous rous.

' James GoenwinG, Ascetics, Sociery, and the Desert. Studies in Early Egyprian Monasticism, | larrishurg

PA, Trinity Press, 1999 (Studies in Antiquity an € hristianity). M. SHERIDAN, cit,, and E, Wirszycka,
cit

Y Pawrmick (cie); B. L. Cawven, The Copts in Egyptian Politics, London etc., Croom Helm. 1986;
WiNkLER (cit.)

- Steran Timm, Das christlich-koptische Agypten in arabischer Zeit (TAVO B 41,1-6), Teil 1 (A-C)
1984, Teil 2 (D-F) 1984, Teil 3 (G-L) 1985, Teil 4 (M-P) 1988, Teil 5 (Q-S) 1991, Teil 6 (1-Z) 1992
Wieshaden, Reichert | '




